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NEW FOR 2004

■ Tire pressure monitor on half-ton models 

■ Right front passenger seat belt reminder

■ Hydroboost brakes on half-ton models

■ Newly designed 16-inch cast aluminum wheels

■ Newly designed 17-inch five-spoke aluminum wheels with 16-inch steel blackwall spare,
available on LT models

■ 17-inch all-season, blackwall tires P265/70R17

■ 17-inch all-season, white outlined-letter tires P265/70R17

■ Traction assist is available and includes locking rear differential

■ New 7-to-4 pin brake wiring adapter for the trailering package

■ New exterior colors: Dark Blue Metallic (replaces Indigo Blue), Silver Birch (replaces Pewter Metallic) 
and Sport Red Metallic (replaces Redfire)

■ Emissions now include Massachusetts, Maine, New York or Vermont state requirements 

MODEL LINEUP
ENGINES TRANSMISSIONS

Vortec 5300 Vortec 6000 Vortec 8100 4-spd auto 4-spd auto 4-spd auto
5.3L V-8 6.0L V-8 8.1L V-8 (Hydra-Matic 4L60-E) (Hydra-Matic 4L80-E) (Hydra-Matic 4L85-E)

LS / LT 1/2-ton s – – s – –

LS / LT 3/4-ton – s o – s o

Key:
Standard s
Optional o
Not Available –

>>> CHEVY SUBURBAN
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2004 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN: CAPABLE, CONFIDENT AND COMFORTABLE

The legendary Chevy Suburban continues as America’s reigning premier full-size SUV.

Innovative control and handling enhancements such as StabiliTrak vehicle stability enhancement and
Quadrasteer four-wheel steering ensure that Suburban – the industry's oldest active vehicle nameplate –
remains capable, confident and comfortable. And that's why it's no surprise that Suburban's customer loyalty
rate exceeds 50 percent.

Suburban’s workhorse reputation means there's enough space to comfortably seat eight adults or to fit a 
4 x 8-foot (1.2 x 2.4-meter) sheet of plywood on the load floor with the doors closed and rear seats removed.
Suburban trailers as much as 12,000 pounds (5993 kg) when properly equipped.

New features on 2004 Suburban include a tire pressure monitor and Hydroboost brakes on half-ton models
and a right front passenger safety belt reminder.

Stabilizing influences

StabiliTrak is a system that improves vehicle stability on various road surfaces at various speeds, particularly on
slick surfaces or during emergency maneuvers. It is available on half-ton, two- or four-wheel-drive Suburbans
with the Vortec 5300 5.3L V-8 engine (not available on Z71).

StabiliTrak helps the driver maintain control of the vehicle in sudden maneuvers, particularly in low traction
conditions, in emergency lane changes, and during avoidance maneuvers. If the system determines that the
vehicle is not responding appropriately to the driver's steering, StabliTrak precisely reduces engine torque and
applies precise amounts of pressure to the individual front brakes to slow the vehicle and help bring it back to
its intended path.

In addition, two-wheel-drive Suburbans offer available electronic traction assist to enhance surefootedness 
on models with a locking rear differential.

Revolutionary Quadrasteer control 

Suburban was the first full-size SUV to offer the revolutionary control and handling benefits of Quadrasteer – 
a four-wheel steering system that provides maneuverability and on-highway control never thought possible on
a full-size SUV. Quadrasteer, available on 2500 series 2WD/4WD models, turns the rear wheels in the opposite
direction of the front wheels, which helps the vehicle make tighter turns, such as when cornering, getting into
a tight parking space or maneuvering a trailer. The turning diameter of 2WD models is reduced 21 percent
from 44.5 feet to 35.2 feet (13.6 meters to 10.7 meters). For 4WD models, turning diameter goes from 44.3 feet
to 35 feet (13.5 meters to 10.7 meters).

New tires and wheels choices

Suburban for 2004 makes two newly designed wheels available: 16-inch cast aluminum wheels on LS and LT,
and 17-inch five-spoke aluminum wheels with 16-inch steel blackwall spare, available on LT models. New tire
selections include 17-inch all-season P265/70R17 blackwall tires and 17-inch all-season, P265/70R17white
outlined-letter tires.

Advanced safety 

A passenger-sensing system and dual-stage front-seat frontal air bags are an integral part of Suburban’s safety
package. The automatic passenger-sensing air-bag system automatically deactivates the passenger-side front
air bag under certain conditions to help protect smaller occupants.
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Dual-stage air bags are designed to detect vehicle deceleration and, based on the deceleration data, provide 
an appropriate amount of air-bag inflation. The dual-level air-bag system senses the severity of a crash and
determines whether to deploy the air bag with primary or "lower" amount of inflation or with primary and
secondary "higher" amount of inflation. Dual-stage air bags are designed to help reduce the occurrence of
inflation-induced injuries by deploying the air bag less forcefully in lower speed crashes.

The 2004 Suburban offers adjustable brake and accelerator
pedals. The position of the pedals can be adjusted in unison
by nearly 3 inches (76 mm) for better positioning and
comfort. The feature is available with or without a 
memory feature.

Hydroboost brakes provide added safety with more reserve
power assist for braking under specific conditions. The
system will continue to provide sufficient power assist
to stop the vehicle if the engine stalls or is turned off.
Hydroboost uses power steering fluid pressure to decrease
brake pedal effort.

Suburban for 2004 provides safety for its younger passengers as it complies with 2005 federal seat standards
for child restraint anchorages. The LATCH (Lower Anchors and Tethers for CHildren) child-seat attachment
system is provided in the center and right positions of the second row split/folding bench seat. Only a top
tether connection is available in the left position of the second row bench seat. If the second row seats are
captain’s chairs, the LATCH system is available in the left and right positions of the second row seating. For 
the third row seating, only the top tether attachment is available and only for the center position.

That's quality entertainment!

Impressive entertainment systems – from an available Bose sound system to a Panasonic DVD Passenger
Entertainment System – add to Suburban’s creature comforts. These systems (except the base fleet radio)
feature the next-generation Radio Data System and can interface with services such as the optional XM
Satellite Radio (continental U.S. only). Available rear-seat audio controls allow second-row passengers to enjoy 
a separate audio source from front-seat occupants. An available custom-designed Bose audio system uses a
high-powered six-channel amplifier and an eight-speaker sound system with sub-woofer.

XM Satellite Radio provides 100 coast-to-coast, digital-quality channels of original music, news, sports and talk.
Consumers can subscribe to the basic service for $9.99 a month – less than the cost of a single CD. In addition,
GM customers with GMAC financing can choose to include the XM subscription in their car payments.

More cabin comforts

A tri-zone manual-control heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system is standard on Suburban.
It allows the driver and front passenger to adjust the temperature to their own comfort levels – up to a 
30-degree Fahrenheit (13.9-degree Celsius) difference between the two front zones.

An available tri-zone automatic HVAC system provides outstanding comfort. Customers can opt for a sunroof
and rear entertainment system with rear electronic climate control – a system that automatically controls air
delivery, fan speed, temperature and recirculating/outside air to provide faster warm-ups and cool-downs.

Manual rear air conditioning is standard. Rear electronic climate control is standard with the optional front
system, providing second-row passengers an automatically controlled temperature setting independent from
that of the front – in effect, creating tri-zone comfort.
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Available exterior mirrors feature power-tilt glass and power folding to protect them in narrow spaces;
heating elements that clear frost, snow or ice; left-side electrochromatic glass that automatically dims 
glaring headlights; puddle lights; turn signal indicators in the glass; and a memory feature. An available 
power-adjustable camper mirror can be extended to a vehicle width of as much as 106 inches (2,692 mm).

Smarter systems

Suburban’s advanced multiplexed electrical architecture enables the driver information center, which can 
be programmed for English, Spanish or French, to monitor and to report on as many as 34 system functions,
including service indicators for StabiliTrak, "Ice Possible" and "Door Ajar." Available eight-button steering wheel
controls allow owners to personalize several functions and safely access infotainment systems. They include
duplicate controls for calculating trip and fuel data and provide easy access to the OnStar in-vehicle safety 
and security system.

OnStar is the leading provider of in-vehicle safety, security and information services in the U.S. and Canada.
Using the Global Positioning System (GPS) satellite network and wireless technology, OnStar services include
automatic notification of air bag deployment, stolen vehicle location, remote door unlock, emergency services
dispatch, roadside assistance, remote diagnostics, route support, convenience services and OnStar Concierge.
OnStar Personal Calling allows drivers to make and receive hands-free, voice-activated phone calls through a
nationwide network in cooperation with Verizon Wireless. Virtual Advisor (U.S. only) gives subscribers access 
to personalized information in a hands-free, voice-activated manner with no screens or displays.

Cleaner engines, alternate fuels

Suburban half-ton utilities with the Vortec 5300 5.3L V-8 sold in California feature a more robust catalytic
converter system that meets Ultra Low Emission Vehicle (ULEV) standards. All Suburban powerplants meet
Massachusetts, Maine, New York or Vermont state emissions requirements.

Suburban’s impressive powertrain lineup includes the Vortec 5300 5.3L V-8 (standard on half-ton models and
available in either gasoline or ethanol-compliant versions) and Vortec 6000 6.0L V-8 (standard on the three-
quarter-ton models). The powerful Vortec 8100 8.1L V-8 is optional on the 2500 series three-quarter-ton models.

# # #

Contact:

Chevrolet Communications
Dave Roman
Phone: 313-667-0134
Fax: 313-667-4007
E-mail: dave.roman@gm.com

GM of Canada Communications
Phil Kling
Phone: 905-644-1804
Fax: 905-644-3873
E-mail: phil.kling@gm.com

GM de Mexico Communications
Juan Bernardo Urrutia
Phone: 011(5255) 5901-3046
E-mail:
juanbernardo.urrutia@gm.com
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SPECIFICATIONS

OVERVIEW

Models: Chevrolet Suburban LS / LT 1/2-ton, LS / LT 3/4-ton

Body style / driveline: full-size, 4-door sport utility vehicle, front engine, 2- or 4-wheel drive,
1/2- and 3/4-ton models

Construction: body on frame

EPA vehicle class: full-size sport utility vehicle

Manufacturing location: Janesville, Wisconsin, and Silao, Mexico

Key competitors: Ford Excursion

ENGINES

Vortec 5300 Vortec 6000 Vortec 8100
5.3L V-8 (LM7/L59) 6.0L V-8 (LQ4) 8.1L V-8 (L18)

Type: 5.3L V-8 6.0L V-8 8.1L V-8

Application: std on LS/LT half-ton std on LS/LT 3/4-ton opt on LS/LT 3/4-ton

Displacement (cu in / cc): 327 / 5328 364 / 5967 496 / 8128

Bore & stroke (in / mm): 3.78 x 3.62 / 96 x 92 4 x 3.62 / 101.6 x 92 4.25 x 4.37 / 1078 x 111

Block material: cast iron cast iron cast iron

Cylinder head material: cast aluminum cast aluminum cast iron

Valvetrain: OHV OHV OHV

Ignition system: coil near-plug ignition, coil near-plug ignition, coil near-plug ignition,
platinum-tipped spark platinum-tipped spark platinum-tipped spark
plugs, low-resistance plugs, low-resistance plugs
spark plug wires spark plug wires

Fuel delivery: sequential fuel sequential fuel sequential fuel 
injection injection injection

Compression ratio: 9.5:1 9.4:1 9.1:1

Horsepower (hp / kw @ rpm): 295 / 220@ 5200 325 / 242 @ 4000 320 / 239 @ 4200

Torque (lb-ft / Nm @ rpm): 330 / 447 @ 4000 369 / 495 @ 4000 445 / 604 @ 3200

Recommended fuel: ethanol-capable 87 octane 87 octane 
flex fuel 

Maximum engine speed (rpm): 5900 5600 5000

Emissions controls: 3-way catalytic 3-way catalytic air injection reaction
converter, positive converter, positive (available)
crankcase ventilation, crankcase ventilation,
evaporative collection evaporative collection
system system

Estimated fuel economy 
(mpg city / hwy / combined): 2wd: 14 / 18 / 16 — —

4wd: 13 / 17 / 15
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TRANSMISSIONS

Hydra-Matic 4L60-E Hydra-Matic 4L80-E Hydra-Matic 4L85-E

Type: 4-speed electronic 4-speed electronic 4-speed electronic 
automatic automatic automatic

Gear ratios (:1):
First: 3.06 2.48 2.48
Second: 1.63 1.48 1.48
Third: 1.00 1.00 1.00
Fourth: 0.70 0.75 0.75
Reverse: 2.29 2.08 2.08

Final drive ratio (all models, opt): 3.42:1 – 4.10:1 3.42:1 – 4.10:1 3.42:1 – 4.10:1

CHASSIS/SUSPENSION

Front: independent with torsion bars

Rear: 1/2-ton: 5-link coil spring;
3/4-ton: 2-stage, semi-elliptic, multileaf springs and semifloating rear axle

Traction assist: full-function standard; Precision Control System

Steering type:
1/2-ton: 2WD: power integral gear; 4WD: power integral gear w/EVO Variable Assist
3/4-ton: 2WD: power integral gear; 4WD: power integral gear

Gear ratio: 1/2-ton: 14.2:1 gear, 15.8:1 overall;
3/4-ton: 15 / 13:1 variable ratio gear, 16.4:1 overall

Steering wheel turns, lock-to-lock: 1/2-ton: 3.2; 3/4-ton: 3.2

Turning circle, curb-to-curb (ft / m): 1/2-ton: 42.3 / 12.9; 3/4-ton: 44.3 / 13.5

BRAKES

Type: 4-wheel disc, 4-wheel ABS, dual-piston calipers 
w/ Dynamic Rear Proportioning

Rotor diameter x thickness (in / mm): front: 1/2-ton: 12.01 x 1.14 / 305 x 29; 3/4-ton: 12.80 x 1.50 / 325 x 38

Front: rear: 1/2-ton: 13 x 1.18 / 330 x 30; 3/4-ton: 13 x 1.18 / 330 x 30

WHEELS/TIRES

Wheel size and type: 1/2-ton: 16-inch x 7-inch cast aluminum
1/2-ton: 17-inch 6-lug machined cast aluminum
3/4-ton: 16-inch x 6.5-inch forged cast aluminum

Tires: 1/2-ton: P265/70R16 all-season, steel-belted radials
1/2-ton: P265/70R17 off-road steel-belted radials
3/4-ton: LT245/75R16 all-season, steel-belted radials
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DIMENSIONS

Exterior

Wheelbase (in / mm): 130 / 3302

Overall length (in / mm): 219.3 / 5570

Overall width (in / mm): 1/2-ton: 78.8 / 2001; 3/4-ton: 79.8 / 2027

Overall height w/roof rack (in / mm):
1/2 ton: 2WD: 75.6 / 1920; 4WD: 75.4 / 1915
3/4 ton: 2WD: 76.5 / 1943; 4WD: 76.9 / 1953

Minimum ground clearance (in / mm): 1/2-ton: 8.4 / 213.4; 3/4-ton: 7.1 / 1803

Ground to top of load floor (in / mm):
1/2 ton: 2WD: 31.2 / 792; 4WD: 31 / 787
3/4 ton: 2WD: 32.5 / 825; 4WD: 33.2 / 843

Approach angle: 23-25°

Departure angle: 20-22°

Base curb weight (lb / kg):
1/2 ton: 2WD: 4947 / 2244; 4WD: 5219 / 2367
3/4 ton: 2WD: 5520 / 2504; 4WD: 5796 / 2629

Weight distribution (% front / rear):
1/2 ton: 2WD: 52 / 48; 4WD: 54 / 46
3/4 ton: 2WD: 51 / 49; 4WD: 53 / 47

Interior First Row Second Row Third Row

Seating capacity, 9 maximum total: 3 (a) 3 (a) 3 (b)

Head room (in / mm): 40.7 / 1033 39 / 991 38.6 / 980

Leg room (in / mm): 41.3 / 1049 39.1 / 994 36.1 / 917

Shoulder room (in / mm): 65.2 / 1656 65.1 / 1654 64.8 / 1646

Hip room (in / mm): 61.4 / 1560 61.6 / 1564 49.2 / 1250

Cargo volume (cu ft / L): 134 / 3794 90 / 2549 45.7 / 1294

(a) 3 with bench seats, 2 with optional bucket seats

(b) 3 with optional third-row bench seat
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CAPACITIES

Half-Ton 3/4-Ton

GVWR, standard (lb / kg): 2WD: 7000 / 3175; 2WD: 8600 / 3901;
4WD: 7200 / 3265 4WD: 8600 / 3901

Payload, maximum (lb / kg)*: 2WD: 2086 / 946; 2WD: 3153 / 1430;
4WD: 2077 / 942 4WD: 2840 / 1288

Trailer towing maximum (lb / kg): 2WD: 8400 / 3810 2WD / 4WD: 12000 / 5443
4WD: 8100 / 3674

Fuel tank (gal / L): 31 / 117 37.5 / 142

Engine oil (qt / L): 6 / 5.7 6 / 5.7

Cooling system (qt / L):
Vortec 5300: 16.8 / 15.9 —
Vortec 6000: — 16.8 / 15.9
Vortec 8100: — 29 / 27.4

* Includes weight of driver, passengers, optional equipment and cargo.

Note: Information shown is current at time of publication. Please visit our GM Media web site at http://media.gm.com for updates.


